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“I'm through!" pronounced Hiram
definltely. "“No outside work for me.
And the respongibility! Nix, not, also
never! I'm too heavy for exercise
I'll strike for an ingide position.”

“Why, come to think of it, our
house needs a new hand at the infor-
mation desk," said Marvin.

“Say, mister, work me in, will
you?” pressed Hiram eagerly. “I
don‘t care what the galary Is, so long
as | don't have to get down before 9§
and have an hour noon times for the
Bat!\."

So Marvin gave his card and Hiram
was duly installed in his new posi-
tion. He made himself u-zful, he
was polite, pleasant, accommodating.
It was ideal to him to rest in a cush-
ioned chair all day long. He got fat-
ter and more in love with lifs each
succeeding day.

As to Marvin, the new employe
doted on him. He got to walking
home with him, after the day’s work
was done. Marvin even took him with
him to vislt his flancee, Mary Rob-
erts, who had heard considerable of
Hiram, and wanted to see him. Hi-
ram felt grateful and honored.

For a week after that he noticed
that Mr. Marvin was gloomy and re-
served. He talked to him one eve-
ning during their homeward walk
The Interest and gratitude of the lad
made Marvin glad to talk about his
troubles, even if it was to a boy, for
Hiram had safd: :

“I'm your friend, Mr. Marvin, and
just you believe it. T'll never forget
what you've done for me, You're wor-
rying sbout something, and if it's
money—for I hear you're arranging
to get married to that sweet Miss
Roberts—why, I've got over a hun-
dred in the savings, and it's yours for
the asking.”

*Thank you, Hiram," returned
Marvin, considerably moved at the
generous offer, “but it wouldn’t help
me, Ihave saved up $500 to get mar-
ried on, and it's gone, I fear. I loaned
jt to a friend—a false friend—who

gol me (o accept a friend of bis as In-
dorset, and left the city. Last week
the indorser, a man named Drollard,
paid the note with a $§5600 check. Un-
fortunately I gave up the note, for
when 1 went to cash the check they
stamped It 'Not sufiiclent funds." T've
been to the bank every day for a
week, and it has been no use. I have
learned that this Drollard, who is a
sleek, clever schemer, keeps an ac-
count at the bank, but never allows
it to reach the §600 mark.

“What bank Is It drawn on, Mr.
Marvin,” inquired Hiram.

“The Security Natlonal."

Hiram let out one of his character-
Istic yells, “Say, 'm solid there,” he
added. “You give me that check. I
know the ways and all the fellows at
the Security, you see. [ was & bank-
er once, you know," reminded Hiram
importantly, “and—I'Tl collect that
check for you If it can be collected
by anyone."

Hirsm had not been a banker, as
he boasted, but he did know banking
ways, Forthwith he placed himself
in ¢losae touch with the “boys” he had
known at the bank.™

“Aw! give me the tip—it's all in
the family,” was his typical appeal in
turn to two of his former fellow
workers in the bank, and the next
day Hiram was plaged in possession
of some very important and gui
facts concerning the man who
given Mr. Marvin the check that
could not be collected. The evasive
depositor, Hiram discovered, had
made it a point to always keep from
fifty to one hundred and fifty dollars
on deposit under {he face of the
check he had given to Marvin. His
final “tip” late one afterncon wag
that Drollard had $423 to his credit
when the bank closed, and Hiram
nroceeded to draw $77 of Lis sav-
ings.

‘I'he next morning he appeared at
the Security National and deposited
that amount to the credit of Dral
presented the check and received
crisp $100 bills on the check, wlh!




